
THURSDAY 2 JUNE 2022 JERSEY EVENING POST6

Islanders honoured for   

The Bailiff, Sir 
Timothy Le Cocq
THE 66-year-old, who has been Jersey’s 
Bailiff since 2019 and previously served 
as Deputy Bailiff from 2015, said he was 
‘deeply honoured’ to receive the Knight-
hood.

‘Having been Bailiff for approximately 
two and a half years, I can say with cer-
tainty that discharging the office of Bailiff 
requires, to a great extent, a team effort,’ 
he said. ‘The office relies on the effort and 
energy of a small number of highly profes-
sional and able people who are committed 
to the Island and its wellbeing. They op-
erate to very high standards, sometimes 
under great pressure, and I am grateful 
to them for it. To serve as Bailiff, while 
demanding, is an absolute privilege and I 
am very grateful to have that opportunity.’    

Sir Timothy said he shared the news 
with close family members, who were 
pleased but would not want him to become 
‘big headed’ about it.

Sir Timothy will be accepting the hon-
our as Queen Elizabeth II marks her Plati-
num Jubilee, and he encouraged all Island-
ers to make the most of the long weekend.

‘My Jubilee plans are pretty intense,  
as I will be involved in most of the for-
mal celebrations that are taking place,’ he  
said. ‘This is a once-in-a-lifetime event for 
us and the first such in the life of the na-
tion and I would like to see it marked and 
celebrated as much as possible. 

‘I hope people will participate and have a 
memorable time.’

Anthony Olsen MBE
Lieutenant-Bailiff Anthony Olsen has 

been made an MBE for honorary servic-
es to the Royal Court and services to the 
community. 
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Mr Olsen has served as a Jurat for more 
than a decade. 

‘As my three-year term as Batonnier, or 
head of the bar in Jersey, came to an end in 
2011, someone suggested that I might con-
sider standing for election as a Jurat,’ he 
said. ‘Having given it considerable thought 
and consulted with my wife, Gaye, I decid-
ed to stand. I was elected unopposed – pre-
sumably any other potential contenders 
saw the quality of my proposer (the then 
Chief Minister, Senator Terry Le Sueur) 
and seconder (Advocate Michael Clapham) 
and fled for the hills; alternatively, no one 
else wanted the job at that time.’

Mr Olsen said he was extremely ‘pleased 
and proud’ to be made an MBE. ‘I believe 
that I’m the first member of my family to 
be awarded a national honour,’ he noted.

A former Victoria College pupil, Mr Ols-
en recalled visiting the Royal Court as 
a teenager and experiencing a sense of 
premonition. 

‘I first visited the Royal Court with a 
school party from Victoria College when 
I was about 15,’ he said. ‘Although I found 
it all very formal and rather dark, and 
the portraits of previous Bailiffs whiskery 
and fierce-looking, I had a feeling even 
then that this place would always be an im-
portant part of my life. I qualified as an ad-
vocate at the age of 22 in 1971, so I suppose 
you could say that I’ve been involved with 
the Royal Court for over half a century. 
And indeed, I will continue to be involved 
as Lieutenant-Bailiff for a while yet.’

Mr Olsen was also honoured for his con-
siderable charitable work over the past 
five decades, serving key positions in over 
a dozen charities and organisations, in-
cluding Jersey Round Table, Association 
of Jersey Charities, Rotary Club of Jersey, 
Jersey Schizophrenia Fellowship, MIND 
Jersey and the Opera House Charitable 
Trust. He has been president of Street Pas-
tors Jersey since 2019 and was also a found-
er of Jersey Cheshire Home Foundation.

Mr Olsen said family and friends, with 

whom he shared the news, were very hap-
py that he had been recognised this year.

Vic Tanner Davy MBE
Vic Tanner Davy has been honoured for 

services to the community through his 
work to promote diversity and inclusion. 

A trans man, he said that when he was 
asked to start diversity and inclusion char-
ity Liberate in Jersey in 2014, he had no 
idea the scope of the journey he was em-
barking on.

‘I have met some inspiring, diverse and 
colourful Islanders on that journey, in-
cluding my (now) wife, Paddy, who was 
one of the founding board members of Lib-
erate, and Christian May, who was our  
first chair and who is still a board member 
and CI Pride director,’ Mr Tanner Davy 
said. ‘I am incredibly proud of what the 
charity has achieved in terms of our work 
with government on same-sex marriage 
law, discrimination legislation, the path-
way to healthcare for transgender and 
non-binary Islanders, leading the “Access 
the Island” part of the disability strategy, 
being part of awareness campaigns, con-
sultations and Scrutiny including, most 
recently, presenting the case for better ac-
cessibility in the new hospital plans. 

‘I am also proud of the work we have 
done in the community from all the train-
ing and talks we have delivered to organ-
isations and groups, to our Accès and 
DIFERA accreditations schemes, to our 
counselling service, including our support 
for people living with HIV, to our partner-
ship with BLM Jersey, to our involvement 
in diversity panels, to delivering Channel 
Islands Pride since 2015. 

‘I really want to thank everybody (and 
there have been a lot of people) who has 
been part of Liberate’s work since 2014.’

He added: ‘In a nutshell, my role and re-
sponsibility is to be the voice in the room 
that reminds people that not everyone in 

Jersey has the privilege of being accepted 
for who they are wherever they go. 

‘Mostly that reminder has been welcome, 
but for some people it feels uncomfortable 
or too difficult, which is where Liberate’s 
work begins in educating, exploring and 
discussing difference. 

‘Over the past eight years, we have done 
that as a charity and conversations in 
workplaces, schools and homes that were 
not being had when we started are now 
much more common. So, for me, the hon-
our also recognises that Jersey is on a path 
towards being an island that embraces all 
its citizens.’

Mr Tanner Davy said he was lucky to 
have worked with Liberate colleagues past 
and present in both Jersey and Guernsey 
and that he considered it a privilege to sup-
port Liberate clients ‘at times when they 
are at their most vulnerable’.

‘These wonderful people teach me new 
ways of seeing the world every day,’ he 
said.  ‘Receiving an honour from the Queen 
for work that I am already honoured to do 
is the icing on a rainbow-coloured cake.’

Toni Roberts MBE
Former president of the Rotary Club of 

Jersey and long-time commissioner for 
Jersey Overseas Aid Toni Roberts has 
been made an MBE for her services to the 
community. 

‘I could not believe I was being hon-
oured,’ she told the JEP.  ‘When the Lieu-
tenant-Governor rang, I had Covid and 
was not feeling at all well so I was not sure 
I had heard properly and it was not until 
the next day, when I had a call from Gov-
ernment House, that I believed it was true.’

Mrs Roberts said she felt she had received 
more than she had given through her work.  

‘Imposter syndrome took over and I 
thought there are so many people who do 
extraordinary things,’ she said. ‘I worked 
on humanitarian projects because I en-

THE Bailiff, a Jèrriais teacher and an LGBTQ+ 
campaigner are among the Islanders who have been 
recognised in the Queen’s birthday honours list this 
year.

Timothy Le Cocq has been knighted for his servic-
es to the community as Bailiff. 

Four Islanders were made Members of the Order 
of the British Empire in the honours announced for 

the Queen’s 96th birthday – Jurat Anthony Olsen, 
Liberate chief executive Vic Tanner Davy, Toni Rob-
erts for her work with Rotary and Jersey Overseas 
Aid, and Jersey Homes Trust chairman Michael 
Van Neste. 

Two Islanders received a British Empire Medal 
(BEM): St Peter’s Youth Club volunteer Barbara 
Ball and Jèrriais teacher Joan Tapley.

Reporter Tania Targett spoke to each of them 
to see what getting such prestigious recognition 
meant. 

lIn addition to these seven Islanders whose hon-
ours were announced by Government House, the 
government’s chief executive, Suzanne Wylie, has 
also been made an MBE (see page 2).

The recipients
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joyed making a positive difference to peo-
ple living in difficult circumstances. I feel 
I have benefited equally, if not more, than 
the people I may have helped and, there-
fore, I never expected to be recognised.’ 

She added: ‘There have been a lot of 
changes in 70 years and humanitarian 
work is more important than ever. The 
projects funded by JOA and the Rotary 
Foundation, which supports individuals 
to work with disadvantaged communities 
throughout the world, continues.’

Receiving the honour in the year of the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee felt extra special, 
she said, adding: ‘I feel very privileged.’

Michael Van Neste 
MBE

A passionate advocate for fair housing 
policy, Islander Michael Van Neste served 
as chairman of the Jersey Homes Trust for 
26 years. 

He founded the trust in 1995 with a mis-
sion to provide affordable, social rental 
housing to the people of the Jersey. It has 
since grown to own and manage 839 homes 
spread over 24 estates. 

Mr Van Neste has been honoured for his 
services to the community as its chair-
man. ‘I was initially quite overwhelmed 
when I heard the news,’ he said. 

‘Then I thought about the work of the 
trust and the dedication of my wonderful 
trustees over so many years. This award is 
recognition of the value to our community 
of all that endeavour and raises the profile 
of the housing need in the Island. So, I feel 
hugely grateful to be singled out like this.’

While Mr Van Neste will be out of the 
Island this weekend on a motoring holiday 
with his wife, he said that he hoped to 
return ‘with my feet back on the ground’.

Over the years, his family have been 
immensely proud of his work with the 
trust and are thrilled that he had been 
recognised for a Queen’s birthday honour, 
he added.

Barbara Ball BEM
After 35 joyous years working with  

St Peter’s Youth Club, volunteer Barbara 
Ball has been awarded a British Empire 
Medal.

Mrs Ball, originally from Birmingham, 
moved to the Island in 1963, and met and 

married her husband here. ‘It’s a beautiful 
island and I have incredible friends,’ she 
said.

The long-serving youth club volunteer 
was overwhelmed and delighted to receive 
the BEM.

‘I am so happy, I can’t tell you,’ she said. ‘I 
am very humbled to think that the people 
who I worked alongside have nominated 
me. I have loved every minute of working 
in the youth club and have some wonderful 
memories.’

She started with the club after work-
ing as the caretaker at the centre. ‘I was 
asked if I would help out because they 
were short,’ she said. ‘I just wanted to give 
back something. My four children went to 
youth club. I just thought it was a nice way 
of paying back what I had taken from the 
community. I have worked with wonderful 
people.’

Being part of the club has given her 
many happy moments over the years. ‘I 
used to love the live shows they put on and 
seeing the talent that was out there among 
the young people,’ Mrs Ball said. ‘I loved 
going to Crabbé and St Aubin’s Fort for the 
activities. We would take groups of mostly 
teenagers.’ 

Mrs Ball’s daughter is visiting from 
Guernsey and the two plan to celebrate 
this achievement alongside the Jubilee ac-
tivities this weekend. 

Joan Tapley BEM
Jèrriais teacher Joan Tapley said she was 

very surprised to learn she had been select-
ed as a British Empire Medal recipient. 

Honoured for services to the community 
through the protection and promotion of 
Jersey’s native language, Mrs Tapley said 
sharing Jèrriais with students had been a 
joy.

‘I was surprised to receive the award,’ 
she said. ‘It has been a pleasure to have 
taught so many students since 1987.’

Mrs Tapley is also a writer and poet and 
has been involved with the Jersey Eistedd-
fod for many years.

Born and bred in Jersey, she said she 
had enjoyed the support and camaraderie 
of other Jèrriais speakers over the years. ‘I 
really want to thank all the Jèrriais speak-
ers for all the help they have given me. 
They have all been so welcoming to me.’

‘Mercie bein des fais à tous [‘Thank you 
very much to everybody’],’ Mrs Tapley 
said, most fittingly in the traditional way. 

their service to Jersey
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