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(I write this pastoral letter in my personal capacity to plead for an inclusive and non-discriminatory 
response to the Equal Marriage legislation, I also declare that I am a board member of Liberate). 
 
 
This week the amendments to the Equal Marriage legislation will be debated in the States. There has 

been a wide-ranging debate in the Island, the Scrutiny Panel, Media and Church about the need to 

further protect those who have conscience issues with the legislation, and this debate is welcome. It 

is necessary that we hear each other.  

 

But it is also necessary that we aim for what is right and good.  

 

This is a debate about how we ensure all of our community has equal rights and responsibilities, and 

that means that one group does not and cannot have the right to discriminate against another, and 

certainly not for that to be enshrined in law. I hope that the States will not pass the tolerance clause, 

because it is a fine line between conscience and prejudice, justice and belief, and when the two get 

muddled we can find ourselves campaigning for matters that can be used by others against 

ourselves. So we need to be careful what we wish for.  

 

We also need to be aware that it does the Church no good when yet again we appear intolerant, old 

fashioned, prejudiced, out of touch and unable to change. Of course the Church has changed 

immeasurably over the centuries and will continue to do so, we have faced many challenges to our 

understanding but have often been too slow to appreciate what is needed, slavery and women’s 

equality are just a couple of examples.  

 

We do not need the protection of the law in order to hold on to our views, and it is not right or good 

that we seek to impose our views on others, inside or outside the church, in a way that is harmful, 

unfair or discriminatory. Surely we seek a world where all are respected, all are shown equal care, 

and all this because, whether we have faith or not, we are one humanity, and for those with faith, 

we believe all are equally loved by God, made in God’s image, one Body, many parts.   

 

In the 1950’s many Jamaicans, invited by the UK, came over to work, mainly doing jobs no-one else 

wanted to do. When they arrived, the welcome they received was to see signs in windows of 

lodgings saying ‘no blacks’. This was not loving or kind, but fearful and ungenerous. Surely Jersey 

does not want to enable this, or similar behaviour, and I am sure the Church can be better than this. 

If we think we have the right to judge others in this way, please think again. 

 


