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Dear Friends 

Inclusivity - an Integral Island Value 

Even though I recognise I am a Guern, and a UK-based one at that, I know that we Channel 

Islanders have much shared history, which has shaped my family and I am sure so many of yours.  

Our islands know more than most the threat to freedom when darker forces invade, and how 

precious it is to guard these freedoms that we so nearly lost.  It is in such times we must find the 

courage to stand firm for what we believe and recognise what binds us together as a community. 

As such, anything that seeks to divide and separate us, that looks to demonise one group as the 

“other” can only ever cause pain and suffering, particularly for the most vulnerable in our society.  

That is why I am so concerned about the proposal of a “tolerance clause” in the same-sex marriage 

debate, which brings in to question “Who is my neighbour?” and refuses to recognise that all are. 

As a gay evangelical Christian, I am only too aware of the discrimination and prejudice that I and so 

many of my LGBTI siblings have faced, particularly at the hands of religious organisations.  It seems 

to me the greatest oxymoron of our time is that so many of those who profess to serve a God of 

Love appear to show anything but love to those who purely want to celebrate their own true love. 

Fortunately, there are many Christian denominations that are now actively repenting for the pain 

and hurt they have caused the LGBTI community, most notably led by the Archbishop of 

Canterbury himself at the 2016 Primates Meeting.  Virtually all main-stream denominations are 

now discussing how best to recognise and bless same sex unions, and many have gone further to 

enable same-sex couples to marry in church.  Only last summer, the Episcopal Church of Scotland 

voted to allow same-sex marriage, a trend that we are seeing increasingly throughout the Western 

Church.  It will only be a matter of time, I believe, before we see it in the Church of England too. 

Why am I so sure of this?  Because you only have to look at the statistics.  In Jan 2016 a YouGov 

poll showed that 72% of young Anglicans (aged 25 – 34) believed that same-sex marriage is right.  

They are the Church of our tomorrow, and we know – even now, when all but one of the Church of 

England bishops voted to support a ban on conversion therapy – that attitudes are changing fast.  

This is primarily driven by the fact that we now understand the harm that prejudice and stigma in 

society can cause – that the level of depression, self-harm and sadly even suicide is far too high 

amongst the LGBTI community, and that this is caused by the active discrimination they undergo.   

So, my prayer would be that we build a society that knits us closer together, that we enshrine the 

values that make us thrive and that we seek to embrace the diversity and equality of all.  To do 

otherwise would be create a society that is defined by its divisions, which builds walls rather than 

bridges, and so opens the door to further discrimination against those who are our neighbours. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Jayne Ozanne 

Director of the Ozanne Foundation 


